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Overton Park Bike/Pedestrian Access Improvements Study 
 
 
I. BACKGROUND 
 
 The Overton Park Conservancy received a sub-planning award from Mid South Regional 
  Greenprint in 2013 to cover recommendations for improved bike/pedestrian access into and 
  within Overton Park. 
 
 Such improvements are long overdue for the most prominent park in the city park system. These 
 improvements are also driven by the inconsistent condition of bike/pedestrian facilities in the 
  park vicinity, and strong community interest in this project. The Bike/Pedestrian Access Study 
 is also well timed with proposed City of Memphis improvements in the public right-of-way along 
  the park perimeter and beyond. These include bicycle lanes on Cooper Street which will create an 
 important new park entrance at Cooper and Poplar Avenue. 
 
 In recent decades, the absence of a safe path along the perimeter of Overton Park has been an 
  increasing concern. Since the park’s founding in 1901, modes of travel have changed from 
  carriage and trolley to automobile, resulting in high-speed vehicular traffic along the north, east, 
  and south edges of the park. It is dangerous and uncomfortable for pedestrians walking along the 
  park perimeter, on their way to the park or other destinations including nearby schools. It is also 
  difficult for bicyclists from the north, east and south to cross North Parkway, East Parkway, and 
  Poplar Avenue and enter the park. 
 
 Following national trends, there has been a notable increase in bicycle ridership in Memphis in 
  recent years, and especially since the 2010 opening of Shelby Farms Greenline through the heart 
  of the city. Memphis has been celebrated for its growing bicycle network. This has helped 
  meet the growing local demand for bike lanes along city streets and dedicated bike/pedestrian 
  trails. East of the park, the Hampline will create a critical link between Overton Park and Shelby 
  Farms Greenline and Shelby Farms Park, 8.5 miles to the east. The new Bike Gate was completed 
  in 2013 at the western terminus of the Hampline and the east edge of Overton Park. In addition, 
  the City has plans for bike lanes to connect the north and west edges of the park with  bike lanes 
  on North Parkway. South of the park, bike lanes will be added on Cooper Street to connect the 
  park to the thriving Overton Square and Cooper Young districts as well as various Midtown 
  neighborhoods. All of these initiatives create an excellent timeframe for the Bike/Pedestrian 
  Access Study. 
 
 The Bike/Pedestrian Access Study includes preliminary plans and construction budgets for 
  various improvements along the park perimeter and interior. The Study included extensive 
  community engagement, resulting in considerable interest and enthusiasm for many of the 
  recommended improvements, though a consensus was not reached on all improvements. 
   
 
II. OBJECTIVES 
  
 A.  Satisfy Overarching Goals of: 
 
  1.   Safety 
  2.   Connection to surrounding neighborhoods 
  3.   Access to routes used by the greater community to enter the park on bicycle and foot 
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 B.   Develop Preliminary Design Concepts for Specific Locations, including: 
 
  1.  Perimeter Park Trail 
  2.  Poplar Avenue / Tucker Street (Morrie Moss Lane) Entry 
  3. Poplar Avenue / Cooper Street Entry 
  4. Poplar Avenue / East Parkway Entry 
  5. East Parkway / North Parkway Entry 
  6. North Parkway / Rhodes College Entry 
  7. Greensward Loop Trail 
  8. Other Improvements: 
   a)  Lick Creek or Cooper Street Connector to Overton Square 
   b)  ADA Improvements at Internal Park Walkways 
   c)  Connector Trail Opposite Edgewood  
   d)  McLean Boulevard Pedestrian Crossings 
 
 For each of these, the design team worked in close collaboration with Overton Park Conservancy 
  staff on the following: 
 
   -  Analyze the key study locations identified above 
  -  Identify optimal route alignments for pathways/walkways 
  -  Evaluate options for paving materials and dimensions 
  -  Conduct an extensive public engagement process 
  -  Prepare preliminary construction cost estimates 
 
 
III.  PROCESS 
 
 A. Confirmation of Scope and Schedule  
  The project began in January of 2014, when OPC and RSA met to confirm the scope and   
  schedule. 
   
 B. Site Analysis and Field Work 
  RSA and OPC walked and analyzed all park routes in winter of 2013 and spring of 2014. 
  Observations were recorded and notes made on aerial photos of all sites. Photos were made 
  to document existing conditions and activities. 
 
 C.  Preparation of Preliminary Plans  
  Preliminary plans were prepared for the specific study locations. All routes were truthed in 
  the field. Specific trail widths and materials were noted on the drawings. 
 
 D.  Public Meetings 
  Two public meetings were held to present preliminary concepts and obtain community input. 
  OPC and RSA concluded that scheduling one meeting on a weekday evening and another on 
  a Saturday morning would allow participation of a broader range of citizens. Meetings were 
   held on: 
  
   -  Thursday evening, May 29, 2014 at Memphis College of Art 
   -  Saturday morning, May 31, 2014 at Playhouse on the Square 
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 E.  Online Posting of Plans for Citizen Input 
  Following the public meetings, the concept plans prepared by RSA were posted on the 
  Conservancy’s website to extend the community input period.  
 
 F.  Stakeholder / Interest Group Meetings 

Meetings were held with other stakeholder groups including recreational interest groups, and 
staff from the Center for Independent Living whose focus is access for persons with 
disabilities.  

 
 
IV.  RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 A.  More detailed recommendations have been prepared for priority areas including the perimeter 
  trail and five major park entrance locations. These areas are most likely to receive funding 
   and improvements will accomplish the goal of improved access to connect the community to 
   Overton Park. 
  
 
  1.  Perimeter Park Trail 
 
   There is no perimeter trail around Overton Park with the exception of sidewalk segments  
   along the Zoo frontage on McLean Boulevard and a segment of North Parkway. The 
   Parkway segment is in very poor condition with missing and broken concrete panels. 
 
   A perimeter park trail would improve access to the park and create continuity for the 
    sidewalk network along adjacent streets. The perimeter trail would also provide a major 
    loop trail for those who would like to walk around the park perimeter. The entire 
    perimeter trail would comply with ADA guidelines. 
 
   The perimeter park trail would begin at the Tucker / Morrie Moss Lane Entry (see section 
    2 below) and proceed counterclockwise around the park. It would run east along Poplar, 
    separated from the roadway with a generous grass verge. This segment of the walkway 
    would be a 6’ wide concrete walk with a standard broom finish to match adjacent 
    sidewalks. The grass verge would be 10’ wide. The walk would be parallel with Poplar 
    and would meander to intersect with the bus shelter just west of Veterans Plaza Drive. 
 
   The perimeter trail would continue east in front of the twin stone balustrades at Veterans 
    Plaza Drive, and would cross the drive on a new crosswalk. The trail would then join the 
   10’ wide shared use trail for the Poplar Avenue / Cooper Street Entry (see section 3 
    below). 
 
   The trail would continue east from the arrival plaza at the Cooper Street Entry. The trail 
   would climb a major hill which crests near the tee box of the 6th golf hole, and would 
    then continue east down the hill. The trail would have a serpentine layout in this section 
    with a maximum 4.8% gradient to be ADA compliant.  
 
   For sections of trail adjacent to the golf course, a few small and discrete signs may be 
   needed to alert trail users about errant golf balls. A few trees could be planted between 
   the trail and golf fairways, though these must be carefully placed to maintain historic 
    park vistas. It should be noted that in Overton Park there are other trails along the edge of 
    the nine-hole golf course, and trail users and golfers have generally not had any conflicts. 
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   As the perimeter trail approaches the southeast corner of the park, it would connect with 
    the proposed Poplar Avenue / East Parkway Entry (see item 4 below). In this segment, 
    the existing park grades will require a 65’ long accessible ramp at an 8.0% gradient. 
 
   The trail segment east of the Cooper Street Entry would be 5’ wide. The trail material 
   would be broom finish concete. East of the golf course, the trail would move close to 

Poplar Avenue to avoid impact on the Old  Forest State Natural Area (SNA). In this 
segment, the grass verge would be reduced to about 5’ wide. 

 
   From the Poplar Avenue / East Parkway Entry, the perimeter trail would turn north and 
   follow North Parkway to the new Bike Gate opposite Sam Cooper Boulevard. The trail  
   would remain at 5’ wide, with broom finish concrete. Along the forested edge, the trail 
    would be about 5’ from East Parkway. Further north in the East Parkway Picnic Area, the 
   trail would move further from Parkway and meander around the existing trees in the open 
   lawn. 
 
   At the Bike Gate, the trail would not continue north along Parkway due to existing grades 
   and the close proximity of mature trees to Parkway. Instead, the trail would follow the 
   new bike path west to the existing park loop drive, which is closed to vehicular traffic. 
   The trail would continue north on this drive to the proposed East Parkway / North 
   Parkway Entry (item 5 below). From there, the trail would turn west along North 
   Parkway. In this segment, the trail would be 5’ wide with a reduced grass verge of 4’ due 
   to proximity to the Old Forest SNA. In this section, there are about 7 trees along the  
   trail route that need to be evaluated by a certified arborist. If the trees are healthy and 
   should remain, the trail should carefully meander around each tree with minimum impact 
   on the existing grade. 
 
   The above segment of trail continues west to the North Parkway / Rhodes College Entry 
   (see section 6 below). The trail segment between the Rhodes Entry and East Parkway  
   could be broom finish concrete, consistent with other sections of the perimeter trail. 
   Alternatively, this segment could be soft surface utilizing compacted stonedust. 
 
   Along the above segment from East Parkway to the Rhodes Entry, there is an alternate 
    east/west route that uses the existing park drive (closed to vehicular traffic) that goes thru 
   the Old Forest SNA. 
 
   At the Rhodes Entry, the trail would continue west along North Parkway in a standard 
    sidewalk configuration with a 5’ concrete walk and 5’ grass verge. West of University 
    Street, a new concrete sidewalk would replace the existing walk in very poor condition. 

This walkwould also be 5’ wide with a broom finish and a 5’ grass verge. At McLean and 
North Parkway, the sidewalk would turn south down McLean. Spot repairs to this 
sidewalk will be required. 

 
   In the North Parkway section of the perimeter trail adjacent to the Old Forest SNA, 
    there are approximately 14 existing trees that are in or near the path of the proposed trail. 
   The topographic survey required for final design of the trail will include the exact 
   location and size of all trees. The project landscape architect will evaluate the trees along 
    the trail route. In addition, an ISA Certified Arborist should evaluate each tree to confirm 
    whether they are healthy and should remain, or should be removed. The trail would 
    carefully bend around all trees to be preserved, and the trail would be on or slightly above 
    grade to avoid root impact.   
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  2.  Poplar Avenue / Tucker Street (Morrie Moss Lane) Entry 
 
   This park entrance is at the intersection of Tucker / Morrie Moss and Poplar. The 
   intersection is signalized and has the second highest vehicular traffic count of any park 
   entrance (Veterans Plaza Drive on Poplar has the highest). Currently, Morrie Moss only 
   has one sidewalk along the west side, although most park visitors enter on the east side of 
   Morrie Moss and walk in the roadway to their destination in the park.  
 
   Improvements would include a new sidewalk on the east side of Morrie Moss, just west 
    of the Crump Gate monument. Morrie Moss Lane is overly wide and can be narrowed to 
    accommodate the new 6’ wide sidewalk and curb. The new walk would extend north and 
   cross Golf Drive at a new accessible crosswalk, and connect to an existing 
    5’ wide sidewalk south of Brooks Museum. Proposed improvements include expanding a 
    small paved median in the center of Morrie Moss Lane and converting it to a green or  
   planted median. 
 
   The new sidewalk on the east side of Morrie Moss would connect with the proposed  
   east/west perimeter walk along the south edge of Overton Park (item 1 above). 
 
  3.  Poplar Avenue / Cooper Street Entry 
 
   This proposed new park entrance is at the intersection of Poplar and Cooper. This is east 
   of the main park entrance at Veterans Plaza Drive, which has the highest vehicular traffic 
    volume of any park entry. The Poplar / Cooper entry would be the northern terminus of 
    the new bike lanes planned for Cooper Street. This bike route would connect Overton 

Park with the Overton Square and Cooper-Young districts and various Midtown 
neighborhoods south of the park. 

 
   The Poplar / Cooper intersection is signalized with only one pedestrian crosswalk that 
   crosses Poplar on the east side of Cooper. Proposed improvements include a second 
    crosswalk on the west side of Cooper. The dual crosswalks would extend both bike lanes 
    along Cooper into and out of the park. The park entrance would have a new entry plaza to 
    provide a welcome point and staging area for pedestrians and bicyclists. The semicircular 
    plaza would have a stone balustrade at the rear/north edge, and would include benches 
    and low profile planting to preserve important park vistas. 
 
   Two key trails would radiate from the entry plaza as part of the new trail system along 
    the park perimeter. Going west, a 10’ wide shared use trail (bikes / pedestrians) would 
    connect to the main park entrance at Veterans Plaza Drive. Pedestrians would continue 
    along the sidewalk system either to the west or north. Bicyclists would turn north and use 
    Veterans Plaza Drive.  
 
   Going east from the entry plaza, a 5’ wide pedestrian trail would proceed east along the 
   park perimeter. 
    
  4.  Poplar Avenue / East Parkway Entry 
 
   Currently there are sidewalks along Poplar and East Parkway but these do not connect 
   with any park walks or trails at the southeast corner of the park. The proposed park 
   entrance at this location would be connected to the new perimeter park trail along Poplar 
   and East Parkway.  
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   A new pedestrian entrance would be created at the southeast corner of the park. This 
   entrance would require an accessible ramp and steps because the park is elevated about 4’ 
    above the Poplar/Parkway street and sidewalk grade. A low retaining wall is needed 
    at the rear edge of the entry walk. The retaining wall should have limestone veneer 
    to match the character and detailing of other stone features on the Poplar frontage of the 
    park. This will also be compatible with the stone park sign which is being preserved at 
    this entrance. 
 
  5.  East Parkway / North Parkway Entry 
 
   The East Parkway / North Parkway area of the park is similar to Poplar / East Parkway; 
   there are sidewalks along the streets but these do not connect with any park walks or 
   trails. The proposed park entrance at this location would be connected to the new 
    perimeter park trail along North Parkway as well as interior park trails. 
 
   A new bike and pedestrian entrance would be created at the northeast corner of the park. 
   This would be a 10’ wide concrete trail heading southwest into the park, connecting with 
   an existing asphalt drive that is closed to vehicular traffic. This drive goes thru the Old 
   Forest SNA and is popular with walkers, runners, and cyclists. The new entrance 
   would also connect with the perimeter park trail along North Parkway which extends 
    west all the way to McLean Boulevard.  
 
  6.  North Parkway / Rhodes College Entry 
 
   Many Rhodes College students enter Overton Park from the east campus gate, crossing 
   North Parkway and entering the park. This is an unprotected crossing. 
    
   Proposed improvements include a new crosswalk across North Parkway, just east of the 
   Zoo service/staff entry drive. The crosswalk would include a pedestrian refuge in the 
    existing median on Parkway. For improved safety, it is recommended that the new 
    crosswalk include signalization that is activated by cyclists or pedestrians.  
 
   Upon entering the park, cyclists can continue south on the Zoo service/staff entry drive 
   which connects to the Old Forest loop drive (closed to vehicular traffic). Pedestrians can 
   access this drive and trail system using a new north/south walkway, proposed to be  
   6’ wide concrete. Pedestrians can also travel east or west along the proposed perimeter 
   park trail along North Parkway. 
 
  7.  Greensward Loop Trail 
 
   There has been interest in the Greensward Loop Trail for decades and it was part of the 
   Overton Park Master Plan, adopted in 1988. The trail would take advantage of and further 
   activate the most important open space in the park. The existing Greensward has no trails 
   or walkways. The new loop trail would provide park users with a leisurely stroll or  
   modest exercise. Many people are more comfortable and feel safer if they are jogging or 
    pushing a stroller in clear view of family or friends, and where they feel connected to 
    other park activities. 
    
   The loop trail would be located around the outer edge of the Greensward so as not to 
    intrude on the pastoral quality of the green space nor limit play activities. The trail 
   would provide an important link between Veterans Plaza, Rainbow Lake and Playground, 
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    and picnic and free play areas within the Greensward. The pedestrian trail would be 6’ 
    wide and about 2,600’ long (0.5 mile). The trail could be hard-surfaced and suitable 
    for strollers and wheelchairs. The recommended material is washed gravel concrete using 

Wolf River pea gravel, to match adjacent trails in the park. Alternatively, a softer surface 
material such as compacted limestone could be used. 

 
   Almost all of the trail would occur on a gentle gradient. The exception is the southwest 
    edge where the trail is below the elevation of the adjacent park drive and Veterans Plaza. 
   At this location, a carefully designed series of terraces, steps, and ramps should be 
   utilized to create an attractive and functional grade transition. 
    
   The Greensward Loop Trail is a lower priority than other proposed bike/pedestrian  

improvements in the park. In addition, the practice of Zoo overflow parking on the 
Greensward would need to be terminated before the loop trail is implemented.  

 
 B. Other Improvements 
 
  1.  Cooper Street Connector to Overton Square (and Lick Creek Greenway Alternative) 
 
   There has been discussion about an improved bike/pedestrian connection between 
    Overton Park and the revitalized Overton Square commercial district, which is 6 blocks  
   or about 1,900’ south. The Cooper Street bike lanes proposed for 2015 will provide a 
   direct link between the park and Overton Square. In addition, the Cooper streetscape 
    should be improved to strengthen the pedestrian connection. Improvements would 
    include new sidewalks, lighting, street trees, wayfinding signage, and possibly site 
    furniture. All improvements would be ADA compliant. 
 
   Another possible link between the park and Overton Square is to create a greenway 
   along the densley vegetated Lick Creek. The creek is 500’ west of and parallel with 
    Cooper Street. The Lick Creek greenway is not recommended for several of reasons. One 
    is that the greenway would intersect with Poplar Avenue at midblock, with no protected 
    crossing at the seven-lane roadway. This crossing would be very dangerous. The best 
    crossing option is to the east at the signalized intersection of Poplar/Cooper, and this 
    location reinforces the recommendation to improve the Cooper streetscape between the 
    park and Overton Square.  
 
   A second problem with the Lick Creek greenway is the narrow strip of land above the 
   hardened creek channel only allows space for the greenway along the east side of the 
    creek. This is a narrow corridor – as little as 8’ wide – and the trail would be right next 
   to private homes with little or no side yard buffer adjacent to the Lick Creek right-of- 
   way. In one location, the trail would only be 3’ from master bedroom windows. For these 
   reasons, the neighbors who live along the creek and who would be most affected by the 
    proposed greenway are opposed to it.  
  
  2.  ADA Improvements at Internal Park Walkways 
 
   There are approximately 18 locations where existing park walks intersect with park 
   drives and do not have ADA compliant ramps. Ramp improvements are recommended at 
    all locations. The cost would be relatively modest. Cost sharing could occur with park 
    institutions who would benefit from these improvements such as Brooks Museum of Art, 
    Memphis College of Art, Levitt Shell, and Memphis Zoo. 
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  3. Connector Trail Opposite Edgewood 
 
   About 25 years ago, an unneeded park entry and drive segment were removed. This was 
    on Poplar Avenue about 500’ west of East Parkway. Nearby residents use the old 
    roadway bed, which is now green space, to enter the park. A muddy trail about 300’ long 
    is cut into this section of the park. This trail should be upgraded to a soft surface trail, 
    approximately 5’ wide and made of compacted stonedust. 
 
  4.  McLean Boulevard Pedestrian Crossings 
 
   City Engineers along with OPC and RSA have reviewed two east/west pedestrian 
    crossings at McLean Boulevard to improve access to the west side of the park from 
   Evergreen Historic Neighborhood. These crossings are at Galloway and Overton Park 
    Avenue and are heavily used.  
 
   The City made recent improvements to the Galloway crossing including new zebra 
    striping for the crosswalk and improved signage. In addition, improvements are being 
    contemplated for the concrete median in Galloway on the east side of McLean. Similar 
   improvements are being contemplated for the Overton Park Avenue crossing.  
    
 
V. CONSTRUCTION COST ESTIMATES 
 
 Following are construction cost estimates for the proposed bike/pedestrian improvements.  
 
   1.  Perimeter Park Trail 
 $ 220,000  a.  Poplar, from Tucker to East Parkway 
  130,000  b.  East Parkway, from Poplar to Bike Gate 
  270,000  c.  North Parkway, from East Parkway to McLean 
         (includes east side McLean, from Parkway to Galloway) 
  55,000 2.  Poplar / Tucker Street (Morrie Moss Lane) Entry 
  170,000 3.  Poplar / Cooper Street Entry 
  60,000 4.  Poplar / East Parkway Entry 
  35,000 5.  East Parkway / North Parkway Entry 
  30,000 6.  North Parkway / Rhodes College Entry 
    (excludes new traffic signal at midblock crossing) 
  230,000 7.  Greensward Loop Trail 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 $ 1,200,000 TOTAL 
 
  
 Other Improvements: 
 
 $ 190,000 a)  Cooper Street Connector to Overton Square  
    (Cooper Streetscape Improvements) 
 
 $ 180,000 b) ADA Improvements at Internal Park Walkways  
    (18 locations) 
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 $ 6,000 c) Connector Trail Opposite Edgewood 
  
 $ 20,000 d) McLean Boulevard Pedestrian Crossings  
    (Galloway and Overton Park Avenue) 
  
 The above costs exclude fees for topographic surveying and final design services. Fees for these 
  can range from 10% to 15% on top of the construction cost, depending on the funding source and 
  client requirements for design, construction documents, and construction administration services. 
 
 
VI.  APPENDIX 

  
A. Summary of Public Comments 
 
B. Concept Images of Proposed Improvements 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summary	
  of	
  Public	
  Comments	
  -­‐	
  Overton	
  Park	
  Bike/Ped	
  Access	
  Improvements	
  Study

Surveys	
  Completed 221

Public	
  Meeting	
  Attended
None 161 72.85%
July	
  10	
  -­‐	
  Pizza	
  with	
  Planners 16 7.24%
May	
  29	
  -­‐	
  MCA 14 6.33%
May	
  31	
  -­‐	
  Playhouse 14 6.33%
July	
  7	
  -­‐	
  VECA 11 4.98%
July	
  16	
  -­‐	
  Mayor's	
  Committee	
  for	
  Persons	
  with	
  Disabilities 5 2.26%

Where	
  do	
  you	
  typically	
  enter	
  the	
  park?
Poplar	
  &	
  Tucker 47 21.27%
Overton	
  Park	
  Ave. 44 19.91%
Galloway	
  Ave/Prentiss	
  Place	
  (Zoo	
  entrance) 40 18.10%
Poplar	
  &	
  Cooper 35 15.84%
Poplar	
  &	
  Veterans	
  Plaza	
  Drive 23 10.41%
North	
  Parkway	
  (across	
  from	
  Rhodes) 14 6.33%
Bike	
  Gate	
  plaza	
  on	
  East	
  Parkway 4 1.81%
East	
  Parkway	
  &	
  North	
  Parkway 4 1.81%
East	
  Parkway	
  pavilion	
  area 3 1.36%
Kenilworth	
  Ave. 2 0.90%
No	
  answer 2 0.90%
Autumn	
  Ave. 1 0.45%
Golf	
  course 1 0.45%
Poplar	
  &	
  Edgewood 1 0.45%

What	
  is	
  your	
  most	
  frequent	
  destination	
  within	
  the	
  park?
Old	
  Forest	
  roads/trails 62 28.05%
Levitt	
  Shell 31 14.03%
Walking/biking	
  paths	
  and	
  roads	
  in	
  park	
  interior 28 12.67%
Memphis	
  Zoo 17 7.69%
Overton	
  Bark 17 7.69%
Brooks	
  Museum	
  of	
  Art 12 5.43%
No	
  answer 12 5.43%
Rainbow	
  Lake	
  Playground 11 4.98%
Greensward 8 3.62%
Golf	
  clubhouse 7 3.17%
Veterans	
  Plaza 5 2.26%
Rainbow	
  Lake 3 1.36%
Just	
  driving	
  through 2 0.90%
Memphis	
  College	
  of	
  Art 2 0.90%
Walking/biking	
  paths	
  and	
  roads	
  on	
  perimeter 2 0.90%
Bus	
  stop	
  on	
  Poplar 1 0.45%
East	
  Parkway	
  playground/picnic	
  area 1 0.45%



What	
  is	
  your	
  usual	
  mode	
  of	
  travel	
  TO	
  the	
  park?
Walking/Running 88 39.82%
Driving 82 37.10%
Bicycling 51 23.08%

What	
  is	
  your	
  usual	
  mode	
  of	
  travel	
  WITHIN	
  the	
  park?
Walking/Running 162 73.30%
Bicycling 45 20.36%
Driving 14 6.33%

What	
  activities	
  do	
  you	
  typically	
  come	
  to	
  enjoy	
  in	
  the	
  park?
Levitt	
  Shell	
  concerts 101 45.70%
Walking	
  (alone	
  or	
  with	
  dog) 70 31.67%
Running 58 26.24%
Zoo 55 24.89%
Bicycling 50 22.62%
Overton	
  Bark 43 19.46%
Playgrounds 42 19.00%
Brooks	
  Museum 41 18.55%
Old	
  Forest/nature	
  appreciation 28 12.67%
Greensward 24 10.86%
Going	
  to	
  events	
  in	
  the	
  park 15 6.79%
Enjoying	
  open	
  space/nature 8 3.62%
Meeting	
  friends 8 3.62%
Rainbow	
  Lake 8 3.62%
Eating	
  lunch/picnicking 7 3.17%
Golf 7 3.17%
Passing	
  through	
  on	
  way	
  to	
  somewhere	
  else 6 2.71%
Going	
  to	
  work 5 2.26%
People	
  watching 4 1.81%
Reading 4 1.81%
Bird	
  watching 3 1.36%
Golf	
  clubhouse	
  concerts/hanging	
  out 3 1.36%
Kite	
  flying 3 1.36%
Memphis	
  College	
  of	
  Art 3 1.36%
Pavilions 2 0.90%
Veterans	
  Plaza 2 0.90%
Exercise 1 0.45%
Feeding	
  birds 1 0.45%

How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  perimeter	
  path?
Positive 125 56.56%
No	
  Answer 68 30.77%
Negative 15 6.79%
Neutral 13 5.88%



How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  Poplar	
  &	
  Tucker	
  entrance?
Positive 112 50.68%
No	
  Answer 75 33.94%
Neutral 27 12.22%
Negative 7 3.17%

How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  Poplar	
  &	
  Cooper	
  entrance?
Positive 131 59.28%
No	
  Answer 69 31.22%
Neutral 12 5.43%
Negative 9 4.07%

How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  N.	
  Parkway	
  entrance?
Positive 114 51.58%
No	
  Answer 74 33.48%
Neutral 23 10.41%
Negative 10 4.52%

How	
  do	
  you	
  feel	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  Greensward	
  loop?
Positive 92 41.63%
No	
  Answer 72 32.58%
Neutral 40 18.10%
Negative 17 7.69%

Do	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  concerns	
  about	
  access	
  in	
  the	
  park?
No	
  Answer 47 21.27%
Poplar	
  &	
  Cooper	
  needs	
  better	
  bike/ped	
  access 43 19.46%
No	
  concerns 23 10.41%
Too	
  much	
  traffic	
  within	
  the	
  park 20 9.05%
Perimeter	
  trail	
  is	
  needed 15 6.79%
Crossing	
  at	
  McLean	
  is	
  dangerous 14 6.33%
Poplar	
  &	
  Tucker	
  needs	
  safer	
  bike/ped	
  access 12 5.43%
Poplar	
  Ave.	
  needs	
  sidewalks/paths 10 4.52%
Security	
  is	
  needed	
  in	
  park 8 3.62%
Cars	
  should	
  never	
  be	
  parked	
  on	
  grass 7 3.17%
N.	
  Parkway	
  entrance	
  is	
  difficult	
  to	
  access 7 3.17%
Crosswalk	
  improvements	
  needed	
  around	
  park	
  perimeter 5 2.26%
Do	
  not	
  pave	
  any	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  park 5 2.26%
E.	
  Parkway	
  unsafe	
  for	
  bikes/peds 5 2.26%
Parking	
  lot	
  btw	
  Overton	
  Bark	
  and	
  RLP	
  is	
  unsafe 5 2.26%
Protected/separate	
  bike/ped	
  lanes	
  needed 5 2.26%
Wheelchair	
  access/curb	
  ramps	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  improved 5 2.26%
Greensward	
  loop	
  is	
  needed 4 1.81%
N.	
  Parkway	
  sidewalks	
  unsafe 4 1.81%
Signage	
  with	
  speed	
  limits	
  and	
  yield	
  language	
  needed 4 1.81%



Any	
  new	
  trails	
  should	
  be	
  made	
  of	
  limestone 3 1.36%
Corner	
  of	
  N/E	
  Pkwy	
  should	
  connect	
  to	
  Old	
  Forest	
  road 3 1.36%
More	
  parking	
  is	
  needed 3 1.36%
Old	
  Forest	
  entry	
  gates	
  difficult	
  to	
  get	
  around 3 1.36%
Overton	
  Park	
  Ave.	
  sidewalks	
  are	
  damaged 3 1.36%
Veterans	
  Plaza	
  Drive	
  -­‐	
  difficult	
  to	
  exit	
  park	
  safely	
  here 3 1.36%
Better/more	
  attractive	
  bus	
  shelters 2 0.90%
Entrances	
  aren't	
  pedestrian-­‐friendly 2 0.90%
MCA	
  entrance/triangle	
  treacherous/has	
  poor	
  visibility 2 0.90%
No	
  path	
  to	
  Rainbow	
  Lake	
  for	
  wheelchairs 2 0.90%
Old	
  Forest	
  roads	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  opened	
  to	
  cars 2 0.90%
Old	
  Forest	
  trails	
  should	
  be	
  better-­‐marked 2 0.90%
Parking	
  should	
  be	
  restricted	
  to	
  one	
  side	
  of	
  internal	
  roads 2 0.90%
Zoo	
  parking	
  should	
  be	
  solved	
  without	
  a	
  garage 2 0.90%
Cyclists	
  going	
  too	
  fast	
  on	
  Old	
  Forest	
  roads 1 0.45%
More	
  bike	
  racks	
  needed	
  in	
  the	
  park 1 0.45%
Park	
  infrastructure	
  should	
  tell	
  history	
  of	
  park 1 0.45%
Projects	
  should	
  not	
  encroach	
  on	
  Old	
  Forest 1 0.45%
Sidewalk	
  needed	
  from	
  Bike	
  Gate	
  to	
  East	
  Parkway	
  playground 1 0.45%
Trail	
  should	
  extend	
  from	
  golfhouse	
  to	
  Rainbow	
  Lake 1 0.45%
Visual	
  signals	
  needed	
  on	
  crosswalks	
  for	
  deaf	
  visitors 1 0.45%
Yield-­‐to-­‐pedestrians	
  signs	
  needed	
  on	
  Morrie	
  Moss 1 0.45%
Zebra	
  stripe	
  crosswalks	
  needed 1 0.45%
Zoo	
  fence	
  in	
  Old	
  Forest	
  is	
  ugly 1 0.45%
Zoo	
  monopolizes	
  N.	
  Parkway	
  entrance 1 0.45%

Do	
  you	
  have	
  any	
  concerns	
  about	
  the	
  proposed	
  projects?
No	
  Answer 129 58.37%
Proposals	
  look	
  good 26 11.76%
Do	
  not	
  cut	
  down	
  trees	
  in	
  the	
  Old	
  Forest	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  path 11 4.98%
Limit	
  addition	
  of	
  paved	
  surfaces 8 3.62%
No	
  perimeter	
  path	
  is	
  needed 8 3.62%
Use	
  only	
  permeable	
  or	
  soft	
  surfacing 6 2.71%
Perimeter	
  path	
  should	
  accommodate	
  both	
  bikes	
  and	
  peds 4 1.81%
Better	
  crossing	
  at	
  McLean	
  must	
  be	
  addressed 3 1.36%
Greensward	
  loop	
  is	
  unnecessary 3 1.36%
Poplar/Cooper	
  entrance	
  should	
  not	
  encroach	
  on	
  golf	
  course 3 1.36%
East	
  Parkway	
  improvements	
  aren't	
  mentioned 2 0.90%
Keep	
  Greensward	
  loop	
  as	
  far	
  to	
  the	
  perimeter	
  as	
  possible 2 0.90%
Add	
  walking	
  bridge	
  across	
  Poplar	
  from	
  Overton	
  Square 1 0.45%
Bike	
  lanes	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  added	
  on	
  N.	
  Parkway 1 0.45%
Car	
  speed	
  in	
  the	
  park	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  decreased 1 0.45%
City	
  needs	
  to	
  improve	
  crosswalks	
  and	
  roadways 1 0.45%
Concerned	
  about	
  how	
  projects	
  will	
  be	
  funded 1 0.45%
Fix	
  Greensward	
  parking	
  before	
  adding	
  a	
  trail 1 0.45%
Lighting	
  improvements	
  need	
  to	
  be	
  considered 1 0.45%



No	
  vehicles	
  should	
  be	
  allowed	
  in	
  the	
  Old	
  Forest 1 0.45%
Old	
  Forest	
  gates	
  should	
  be	
  upgraded 1 0.45%
OPC	
  is	
  overreaching	
  and	
  overdeveloping	
  the	
  park 1 0.45%
Plans	
  should	
  incorporate	
  more	
  connections	
  to	
  neighborhoods 1 0.45%
Poplar/Cooper	
  entrance	
  should	
  account	
  for	
  bikes	
  exiting	
  to	
  Cooper 1 0.45%
Security	
  is	
  needed 1 0.45%
Usage	
  data	
  for	
  park	
  entrances	
  is	
  needed 1 0.45%
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