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SUMMARY OF MINUTES

Mr. Joyanta Basak called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM, the following members were

present:
Emily Duchac TDOT Jordan Smith MATA
Emmily Tiampati TDOT Tiena Gwin MATA
Shirley Wilson MDOT Guy Sawyer West Memphis MPO
Roderick Bailey MDOT Rhonda Standridge West Memphis MPO

The following interested individuals were present:

Bill Schwartz Nelson Nygaard

The following MPO staff members were present:

Mavrick Fitzgerald
Anna Parr
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1.

Welcome and Introductions

Mr. Joyanta Basak welcomed the committee members and led the committee through
introductions.

MPO Updates

Moving Together: 2055 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) Update
Mr. Joyanta Basak provided an update on the 2055 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).

The MPO update highlighted the RTP 2055 planning process, which included completed and
upcoming outreach, and a timeline for plan adoption. The link to the 2055 RTP Storymap
was also shared with the committee members.

Member Updates

Section 5310 updates

Mr. Jordan Smith shared that MATA plans to use FY 2024 to 2026 funds to purchase 38 vans
and supporting components. He noted that the capital costs are 80 percent federally
funded, while program administration is funded at 100 percent

Ms. Emily Duchac stated that all FY24 Section 5310 awards have been issued and are
available on the TDOT’s website. She noted that while mobility management projects are
being funded statewide, none are currently located in West Tennessee and expressed
interest in expanding such projects in the region.

Mr. Bill Schwartz asked for clarification regarding the expansion of mobility management
efforts in West Tennessee.

Ms. Emily Duchac responded that Section 5310 funds are utilized, particularly in rural areas,
and that eligible agencies can apply for rolling stock projects. She noted that mobility
management activities are limited to agencies operating under contracts, with two Human
Resource Agencies currently supported in West Tennessee.

Ms. Emily Duchac also shared that TDOT is conducting a statewide rural transit
comprehensive operational analysis, which will result in a combined, data-driven report on




rural transit needs. The study includes site visits, some of which have taken place in West
Tennessee, with additional reports expected.

Ms. Shirley Wilson shared that MDOT continues to support Region IV Mental Health (Timber
Hills) through capital and operating assistance and noted that a statewide transit and
intercity bus study is underway, with consultants HDR updating the Human Services
Transportation Plan.

Ms. Rhonda Standridge shared that the West Memphis MPO is working toward initiating
transit service, noting that the process is ongoing and currently in the application stage.

Mr. Joyanta Basak, on behalf of ARDOT, shared that the East Arkansas Area Agency on Aging
received Section 5310 funding to support rolling stock for the West Memphis Senior Center,
with no major new projects, as funding is primarily used for vehicle purchases.

Other Business
The next meeting will be held on Thursday, October 22, 2026.
. Adjourn

The meeting was adjourned at 10:21 AM.




