


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
125 North Main St., Suite #450 

Memphis, TN 38103 
Ph. (901) 636-7190 

 
Este documento está disponible en formatos accesibles (como versiones en idiomas extranjeros o en letras grandes y 

en escala de grises, entre otros) cuando se solicita con diez (10) días calendario de anticipación. 
 

This document is available in accessible formats (such as foreign language versions or large-print and gray-scale 
versions, among others) when requested ten (10) calendar days in advance. 

 
This document was prepared and published by the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
and is prepared in cooperation with and financial assistance from the following public entities: the Federal Transit 

Administration (FTA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Tennessee Department of Transportation 
(TDOT), the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), as well as the City of Memphis, Shelby County, 

Tennessee, and DeSoto County, Mississippi. This financial assistance notwithstanding, the contents of this document 
do not necessarily reflect the official view or policies of the funding agencies. 

 
The Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) ensures compliance with Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964 (49 CFR 21) (23 CFR 200) related to statutes and regulations to the end that no person shall be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or 

activity receiving federal financial assistance from the U.S Department of Transportation on the grounds of race, color, 
or national origin. 

 
In addition to Title VI, the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization ensures compliance with other 

federal laws to the end that no person shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving federal financial assistance from the U.S 

Department of Transportation on the grounds of sex, age, or disability. Such federal laws include Section 162 (a) of the 
Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973 (23 USC 324); the Age Discrimination Act of 1975; and Section 504 of the 

Rehabilitation Act of 1973/Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990. 
 

For more information on the MPO’s procedures to ensure compliance with Title VI, including methods to prevent 
barriers to its projects and activities for persons with Limited English Proficiency, please contact Kate Horton at 901-

636-7218 or Kate.Horton@memphistn.gov 
 

Note: The photographs used in this document are for illustrative purposes only. Photographs used were submitted to 
the Memphis MPO by the public.
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (Memphis MPO), established in 1977, is responsible for 
developing, planning, and programming transportation policies for the counties of Shelby and Fayette, Tennessee, as 
well as DeSoto and Marshall Counties, Mississippi. Federal Regulations require that a MPO be designated to carry out 
a comprehensive, continuing, and coordinated (“3-C”) transportation planning process for urbanized areas with a 
population of 50,000 or more.  
 
The Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill (BIL) enacted as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) (Public Law 117-
58), was signed into law on November 15, 2021, and supersedes the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) 
Act and provides approximately $550 billion in new Federal infrastructure investment, including approximately $350 
billion for Federal highway programs from fiscal years 2022 through 2026.  As a recipient of funding from surface 
transportation programs, MPOs are subject to the legislation and regulations set forth under the BIL and preceding 
federal transportation bills.  As required by federal regulations, MPOs are required to develop a Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP), which identifies federally funded and regionally significant transportation projects 
expected to occur within the region over the next four years (Figure I). MPOs, and subsequently Metropolitan 
Transportation Improvement Programs (TIPs), are specifically subject to the regulations outlined under 23 United 
States Code (USC) Section 134, 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 450, 49 U.S.C. Section 5303, and 49 CFR 
Part 613. 

 

 
The TIP is a four (4) year long, fiscally constrained, short-range program that provides a prioritized list of multimodal 
transportation projects (including capital, resurfacing, signalization, bridge, pedestrian & bicycle, and transit) within 
the MPO Planning Area. It's cooperatively developed every four years and approved by the MPO Board and the 
Governors of Tennessee and Mississippi. The TIP provides an overview of how transportation revenues will be invested 
over a four-year period by state and local agencies that have legal responsibility for building, operating, and 
maintaining highways, streets, and public transit systems. To be included in the TIP, these projects must have 
available funding. The TIP supports the vision of the 2050 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and must be in 
conformity with federal air quality regulations. 
 
In the preparation and development of the TIP, the Memphis MPO facilitates collaboration between various agencies 
involved in the regional transportation planning process to foster consensus on the projects selected for 
implementation. Consensus is important because the federal and state governments require assurances that all 
parties involved have jointly and cooperatively developed the region’s priorities before committing funds to a project. 
 
Projects included in the TIP reflect the region’s priorities in all areas of transportation, including roadways and 
highways, freight, transit, pedestrian, bicycle, infrastructure maintenance and rehabilitation, congestion mitigation 
and air quality, and transportation operations. The TIP is developed in compliance with the air quality regulations for 
the Memphis metropolitan area and has clearly identified funding sources. All transportation projects, programs, and 
operations receiving federal funds in the Memphis MPO Planning Area must be authorized through the Memphis MPO 
TIP process. Additionally, non-federally funded regionally significant projects must also be included in the TIP. 
 
 

Figure I: TIP Overview 
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT PROCESS 

 
To ensure that the TIP development process meets federal guidelines, the Memphis MPO must follow specific steps in 
reviewing and approving the document and must consider multiple factors throughout the TIP development process. 
Development of the TIP is a twelve (12) to fifteen (15) month process. Figure II illustrates the various phases involved 
in the TIP development process and outlines the roles that the MPO, state, federal agencies, and the public play 
during each phase of the development process.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure II: TIP Development Process 
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PROJECT PRIORITIZATION & SELECTION 
When considering projects for inclusion in the FY 2026-29 TIP, the Memphis MPO employed a prioritization process 
that evaluated candidate projects based on their potential contributions to both the region's short-term needs and 
long-term goals and objectives for the transportation system, as outlined in the 2050 RTP. For the FY 2026-29 TIP, the 
criteria were structured to align with the seven National Goals established under 23 U.S.C. 150 (b), the ten Planning 
Emphasis Areas established under 23 CFR 450.306 (b), federally required performance measures, and the following 
2050 Regional Transportation Goals and Objectives.  The criteria for evaluating candidate projects were structured to 
clearly demonstrate the link between National, State, and regional priorities, as shown in Figure III. Additionally, the 
FY 2026-29 TIP Project Prioritization Criteria were structured to support the achievement of the MPO’s adopted targets 
for the federally required performance measures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the application period, MPO staff reviewed and scored the projects submitted by member agencies using the 
adopted TIP Project Prioritization Criteria. Once the projects were scored, the MPO shared the scores with member 
agencies and coordinated with them to reach a consensus on the draft project list. After reaching consensus, the 
draft list was published for a 14-day public review period and was adopted by the Transportation Policy Board on May 
22, 2025.  

Following the adoption of the project list and the approval periods by the Federal and State agencies, the draft FY 
2026-29 TIP, incorporating updates based on comments from various partner agencies, was made available to the 
public for a 30-day review and comment period from July 2025 to August 2025.  In consultation with TDOT, the MPO 
held virtual public meetings during this period to present the draft document and solicit public comments.  
Comments received during these meetings and throughout the review period were reviewed and incorporated as 
appropriate.  

An informational video was created to provide an overview of the TIP's purpose and the development process, and it 
was posted to the MPO’s social media accounts and added to the MPO’s website. The public was informed of the 
review period and public meetings via newspaper notice, emails to the MPO’s distribution lists, and on the MPO’s 
website (www.memphismpo.org).  

Figure III 

Figure III: Planning to Programming Link 

http://www.memphismpo.org/
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The projects included in the FY 2026-29 TIP are designed to address the immediate needs of the regional 
transportation system and contribute to achieving the Region’s goals and objectives related to transportation. 
Additionally, the TIP is required to remain fiscally constrained and comply with applicable federal, state, and local air 
quality regulations. Figure IV displays the location of the projects included in the FY 2026-29 TIP.  

Figure IV: Projects Included in the FY 2026-29 TIP  
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Tennessee - Total Funding

Local Projects - $271,002,850

State Projects - $1,990,051,270

Transit Projects - $346,488,331

TIP Development Outreach 

Project 
Prioritization 

Criteria

TIP Application 
Local Agency 

Outreach

TIP Project List

Draft TIP Document 
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We Are Here!

FY2026-29 TIP Project Breakdown

Funding by Project Type -  Local 

Number of Projects by Project Type - All

Funding by Project Type -  Local 

Number of Projects by Project Type - All

FY 2026-29 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
The TIP is a short-range program that includes federally funded transportation projects within 
the region that will be pursued over the next four fiscal years. The TIP supports the MPO’s 
Regional Transportation Plan and addresses the immediate needs of the transportation system. 

“Fiscally 
Constrained”

4
Year Period Advances 

Vision of the RTP
Meets Federal & 

State Requirements

Mississippi - Total Funding

Local Projects - $46,403,179

State Projects - $786,615,926

Transit Projects - $1,089,527

The projects in the TIP are funded through a number different federal, state, and local funding sources.

*Including I-55 Bridge Replacement ($954M)

*Including I-55 Widening ($156M)

Mississippi

FUNDING HIGHLIGHTS



For more information on the 
Fiscal Year 2026-2029

Transportation 
Improvement 

Program 
visit: memphismpo.org
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