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INTRODUCTION
The Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (Memphis MPO), created in 1977, is 
responsible for the transportation policy development, planning, and programming for the counties 
of Shelby and Fayette, Tennessee, and DeSoto and Marshall Counties, Mississippi. Federal Regulations 
require that a MPO be designated to carry out a comprehensive, continuing, and coordinated (“3-
C”) transportation planning process for urbanized areas with a population of 50,000 or more. 

The Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill (BIL) enacted as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
(IIJA) (Public Law 117-58), was signed into law on November 15, 2021 and supersedes the Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act and provides approximately $550 billion in new Federal 
infrastructure investment, including approximately $350 billion for Federal highway programs from 
fiscal years 2022 through 2026.  As a recipient of funding from surface transportation programs, 
MPOs are subject to the legislation and regulations set forth under the BIL and preceding 
federal transportation bills.  As required by federal regulations, MPOs are required to develop a 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), which identifies the federally funded and regionally 
significant transportation projects that are expected to take place within the region over the next 
four years (Figure I). MPOs, and subsequently Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Programs 
(TIPs), are specifically subject to the regulations outlined under 23 United States Code (USC) Section 
134, 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 450, 49 U.S.C. Section 5303, and 49 CFR Part 613.

The TIP is a four-year, fiscally constrained, short-range program, which provides a prioritized list of 
multimodal transportation projects (including capital, resurfacing, signalization, bridge, pedestrian 
& bicycle, and transit) within the Metropolitan Planning Area.  Its cooperatively developed every 
four-years and approved by the MPO Board and the Governors of Tennessee and Mississippi. The 
TIP provides an overview of how transportation revenues will be invested over a four-year period by 
state and local agencies that have legal responsibility to build, operate, and maintain highways, 
streets, and public transit systems. In order to be included in the TIP, these projects must have 
available funding.  The TIP supports the vision of the 2050 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and must 
be in conformity with federal air quality regulations.

In the preparation and development of the TIP, the Memphis MPO facilitates collaboration between 
various agencies involved in the regional transportation planning process to foster consensus on 
the projects selected for implementation. Consensus is important because the federal and state 
governments require assurances that all parties involved have jointly and cooperatively developed 
the region’s priorities before committing funds to a project.

Projects included in the TIP are reflective of the region’s priorities in all areas of transportation, 
including roadway and highways, freight, transit, pedestrian, bicycle, infrastructure maintenance 
and rehabilitation, congestion mitigation and air quality, and transportation operations. The TIP is 
developed in compliance with the air quality regulations for the Memphis metropolitan area and 
has clearly identified funding sources. All transportation projects, programs, and operations receiving 
federal funds in the Memphis MPO Planning Area must be authorized through the Memphis MPO TIP 
process.  Additionally, non-federally funded regional significant projects, must also be included in the 
TIP.
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
To ensure that the TIP development process meets federal guidelines, the Memphis MPO must follow 
specific steps in the review and approval of the document, and must take multiple factors into 
consideration throughout the TIP development process. Development of the Memphis MPO’s TIP 
is a twelve (12) to fifteen (15) month process. Figure II highlights the various phases involved in the 
TIP development process and identifies the role that the MPO, state and federal agencies, and the 
public assume during each phase of the development process. 
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PROJECT PRIORITIZATION & SELECTION

In considering projects for inclusion in the FY 2023-26 TIP, the Memphis MPO used a prioritization 
process which evaluated candidate projects for their potential contributions to both the short-term 
needs and long-term goals and objectives for the region’s transportation system, as described in 
the 2050 RTP. For the FY 2023-26 TIP, the criteria were structured to align with the seven National 
Goals established under 23 U.S.C. 150 (b), the ten Planning Emphasis Areas established under 
23 CFR 450.306 (b), federally required performance measures, and the following 2050 Regional 
Transportation Goals and Objectives.  The criteria for evaluating candidate projects were structured 
to clearly demonstrate the link between National, State, and regional priorities, as shown in Figure 
III. In addition, the FY 2023-26 TIP Project Prioritization Criteria were structured to advance the 
recommendations of State, Regional, and local plans and studies, and to assist in the achievement 
of the MPO’s adopted targets for the federally required performance measures.

Projects submitted by partner agencies were evaluated using the adopted TIP Project Prioritization 
Criteria. After the projects were evaluated by MPO staff, the project scores were presented to 
the Memphis MPO’s Engineering and Technical Committee (ETC) for review and comment. The 
Memphis MPO held workshops with ETC and Transportation Policy Board (TPB) members to collect 
feedback on the project scores and to develop a draft list of projects to be included in the FY 2023-
26 TIP. After incorporating feedback from the ETC and TPB, the draft project list was finalized and 
made available for a 14-day public review period, and was adopted by the ETC and TPB on May 
19, 2022.
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The projects included in the FY 2023-26 are intended to address the immediate needs of the 
regional transportation system, and contribute to the achievement of the Region’s goals and 
objectives related to transportation. In addition, the TIP is required to remain fiscally-constrained and 
conform to applicable federal, state, and local air quality regulations. Figure IV displays the location 
of the projects included in the FY 2023-26 TIP. 

Figure IV
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FUNDING HIGHLIGHTS
The projects in the FY 2023-26 TIP are funded through a number of different federal, state, and 
local funding sources. The total anticipated federal revenue for projects in the FY 2023-26 is 
approximately $995,649,899, with $803,615,157 expected to be available for the Tennessee portion 
of the Planning Area and $192,034,742 expected to be available for the Mississippi portion of 
the Planning Area.  The federal revenue includes previous unobligated federal funds as well as 
anticipated federal funds for fiscal years 2023-2026. The following provides a breakdown of the 
anticipated revenue available for state, local, and transit projects, as well as an illustration of how 
the funding will be distributed by project type.

Figure V
Funding by Project Type - Tennessee

(Local Projects Only)

Figure VI
Number of Projects by Project Type  - Tennessee

Figure VII
Funding by Project Type - Mississippi

(Local Projects Only)

Figure VIII
Number of Projects by Project Type - Mississippi
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For more information on 
the Fiscal Year (FY) 2023-26 

Transportation Improvement 
Program of the Memphis 

MPO, visit 
memphismpo.org


