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This document is available in accessible formats (such as foreign language versions or large-print and grayscale versions for those with impaired vision, among others) when requested ten (10) calendar days in advance.
This document was prepared and published by the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is prepared in cooperation with and ﬁnancial assistance from the following public entities: the
Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Tennessee Department of
Transportation (TDOT), the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), as well as the City of Memphis,
Shelby County, Tennessee and DeSoto County, Mississippi. This ﬁnancial assistance notwithstanding, the
contents of this document do not necessarily reﬂect the ofﬁcial view or policies of the funding agencies.
It is the policy of the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) not to discriminate on the
basis of age, race, color, national origin or disability in its hiring or employment practices, or in its admission to
or operations of its program, services, or activities. All inquiries for Title VI and/or the Americans with Disabilities
Act, contact Mitchell Lloyd, at 901-576-7146 or Mitchell.Lloyd@memphistn.gov.
Note: The photographs used in this document are for illustrative purposes only. Photographs used were
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ON THE ROAD
This mile or so of I-40 seen here near the Highway
385 interchange represents only a miniscule portion
of the roughly 8,500 miles of existing roadway in the
Memphis MPO’s jurisdictional area.

WELCOME TO THE
MEMPHIS URBAN AREA MPO
The transportation system plays a
vital role in the everyday life of the
region’s residents, whether in creating access to jobs and growing our
economy, ensuring safe routes to
school, or allowing more sustainable
transportation choices. Through the
Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan
Planning Organization (Memphis
MPO), we set the priorities for the
future of transportation in our region,
linking dollars invested with the goals
and values of the community.
The Memphis MPO, created in
1977, is a regional, multi-jurisdictional agency that is responsible for the
planning and programming of LongRange Transportation facilities in
the Metropolitan Planning Area. The
MPO’s voting body, the Transportation Policy Board, is comprised of
ofﬁcials representing the local jurisdictions, States and transportation
agencies within the region. Our planning boundary covers 18 municipalities and all, or parts, of 4 counties
and 2 states. The MPO carries out
a comprehensive, continuing, and
cooperative planning process within
the Metropolitan Planning Area that
is deﬁned by the MPO Boundary.

The Memphis MPO’s Prospectus is designed to:
• PROVIDE an overview of transportation planning and programming activities in the Memphis
metropolitan area;
• EXPLAIN the Memphis MPO’s role
as the primary decision-making
forum for local transportation
issues;

• DESCRIBE major transportation-related activities and
products; and
• HIGHLIGHT the local,
regional,state, and federal
agencies involved in the regional transportation planning
process.
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BUS & TROLLEY
Having over 10 million rides a year, and growing,
the Memphis Area Transit Authority (MATA) is the
largest public transportation provider in Tennessee.
The riverfront trolley line is one of nearly 40 transit
routes operated by MATA, with more on the way.

THE MEMPHIS MPO
SERVES TO STRENGTHEN
REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION.
OUR MISSION: To encourage and promote the development of a balanced,
efﬁcient, and affordable regional transportation system to meet the needs of
people and goods moving within and through the region, while minimizing the
effects of transportation-related air pollution.
The following eleven goals of
the Memphis MPO incorporate the Federal transportation
planning factors speciﬁed by
the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act
(MAP-21). They also reﬂect
the MPO’s commitment to
supporting accessibility and
mobility within healthy, vibrant,
and economically vital communities through long-range
transportation planning:
INCREASE accessibility and
mobility for people using the
MPO’s regional transportation
network.

and to meet existing and future
transportation needs.

ENCOURAGE conservation of
energy resources in addition to
minimizing the adverse impacts of
transportation on social, economic, and environmental attributes of
the community.
PROMOTE consistency between transportation improvements and the planned growth and
economic development patterns of
the states and local jurisdictions.

DEVELOP a cost-effective planning process that maximizes community consensus in all aspects of
transportation planning.

ENSURE that the MPO enforces and promotes adherence
to Title VI, the U.S. President’s
Executive Order on Environmental Justice, and the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

ENCOURAGE and provide
adequate facilities for non-motorized modes of transportation.

INCREASE the safety and
security of the transportation
system for both motorized and
non-motorized users.

CONTINUE to develop a multimodal transportation network that
utilizes strategies for addressing
congestion management and air
quality issues in the Memphis
MPO area.
ENCOURAGE improvements
to and the expansion of freight
facilities to ensure that Memphis
maintains its leading role in global
logistics.

ENHANCE the MPO’s relationship with other regional planning
entities.

PROMOTE efﬁcient land use
and development patterns to
ensure safety, economic vitality,
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RAILROAD HUB
The Memphis metropolitan area is one of only
a few in the U.S. served by 5 of the nation’s
7 Class I freight railroads. Intermodal facilities,
such as the recently expanded BNSF Railyard,
not only attract economic development, but
also reinforce the region’s role as a critical link
in the American transportation network.

CITIZENS, PLANNERS, AND
OFFICIALS AT ONE TABLE.
The Transportation Policy Board
(TPB), which is responsible
for setting policy for the Memphis MPO, is vested with ﬁnal
decision-making responsibilities
for major transportation planning
and programming issues within
the MPO’s jurisdiction.
The TPB is assisted by ﬁve
standing committees, each
charged with making recommendations to the TPB in its
area of expertise. All committee
meetings are open to the public, and a meeting schedule is
available at www.memphismpo.
org or by contacting the MPO
ofﬁces.
The MPO staff is responsible
for providing staff and technical
services for the TPB and each of
its advisory committees.
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FOOT & PEDAL
Since the adoption of the Memphis MPO’s Regional Bicycle
and Pedestrian Plan in 2011, 345 miles of new bicycle and
pedestrian facilties have been built or funded in the Greater
Memphis region.

ENGAGING THE PUBLIC TODAY,
PLANNING FOR TOMORROW.
The Memphis MPO sets transportation policy, carries out long-range transportation planning,
and programs funding for major transportation improvements within its jurisdictional area (see
the FAQ section for a more detailed description of this jurisdicitonal area).
Plans and Documents

Observation of Conditions

Public Engagement

The MPO is responsible for
reviewing, maintaining, and updating the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), the Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP), and the Uniﬁed Planning
Work Program (UPWP). Staff
is also responsible for the Public Participation Plan (PPP), the
Prospectus, and the annual
Title VI Report.

A number of social, economic,
and environmental factors inﬂuence the transportation system
overseen by the MPO. Among
the factors regularly monitored
by the MPO are:

Offering a broad range of opportunities for public interaction and public comment in the
transportation planning process
is another responsibility of the
MPO.

Additionally, MPO staff provides the following services:
• Prepare special transportation studies and plans as
needed
• Prepare and post notices
of public meetings and
hearings
• Publish agendas and
minutes of public meetings
and hearings
• Provide translation services
for MPO documents and
resources,including from
English to Spanish

• Compliance with federal,
state, and local air quality
regulations
• Analysis of demographic
changes in the MPO area
• Preparation of population
forecasts for the MPO area
• Demographic and population change for the expansion of the
MPO’s
boundaries
• Development of regional
Intelligent Transportation
Systems (ITS) programs
• Compliance with Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964
• Transportation-related behaviors and conditions
• Environmental mitigation and
conservation strategies
• Revenue sources

The MPO accepts and records comments from the
general public regarding MPO
documents, the MPO planning
process, and all activities of the
MPO as needed. A detailed
schedule of these public comment periods can be found in
the Public Participation Plan,
available at the MPO ofﬁces or
on the web at:
www.memphismpo.org.
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The MPO is not responsible for engineering and design, right-of-way acquisition, or construction of transportation facilities. These activities are the responsibility of the State or
local agencies and jurisdictions sponsoring individual transportation projects.
The Memphis MPO is responsible for three major transportation planning documents: the
Regional Transportation Plan (RTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), and
the Uniﬁed Planning Work Program (UPWP). The Memphis MPO is also responsible for the
creation of the Public Participation Plan (PPP), a Title VI Report, and special
transportation studies, as needed.

RTP: The Regional Transportation Plan guides the selection and implementation of
transportation projects across
all modes in the Memphis
MPO for at least the next 20
years. It outlines both shortand long-term policies and
actions to support an efﬁcient,
integrated transportation
system for the movement of
people and goods through the
region.
TIP: The Transportation Improvement Program lists each
transportation project planned
for the Memphis MPO area
within a four-year timeframe
that receive Federal ﬁnancial
assistance. These include
roadway, congestion mitigation, streetscape enhancement, bicycle and pedestrian,
rideshare and mass transit
projects. The projects in the
TIP, which serves as the ﬁnancial programming document
for the MPO, stem directly
from the RTP.

UPWP: The Uniﬁed Planning
Work Program identiﬁes speciﬁc
planning, data collection, and
analysis tasks that the MPO and
its partner agencies will undertake during a two-year period.
The UPWP is updated annually
to show the federal, state, and
local funding allocated for transportation planning tasks in the
Memphis MPO region.
PPP: The MPO Public Participation Plan continuously seeks
to create opportunities for every
citizen to participate in planning,
reviewing, and implementing
its transportation projects and
programs. The PPP outlines
speciﬁc strategies to engage the
general public and community
leaders in the transportation
planning within the community.

Title VI Report: In addition
to these planning documents,
the MPO prepares an annual
Title VI Report. This report outlines strategies to ensure that
opportunities for participation
in the transportation planning
process are provided to all
persons without regard to race,
color, or national origin; that the
MPO decides the planning of
surface transportation facilities
without preference to race,
color, or national origin; and
that the MPO takes corrective
action to prevent discriminatory treatment of any beneﬁciary based on race, color, or
national origin. This report is
produced in accordance with
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, which prohibits discrimination by any program or activity receiving Federal ﬁnancial
assistance.
Each of these planning documents and
reports, as well as additional documents and
graphics of MPO plans and activities, is available for viewing at the MPO ofﬁces or online at
www.memphismpo.org.
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Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization

HOUSTON LEVEE ROAD /
CENTER HILL ROAD
ALTERNATIVES STUDY

Regional Bicycle &
Pedestrian Plan
Adopted December 15, 2011

PREPARED FOR:
THE MEMPHIS URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION
IN COOPERATION WITH:
SHELBY COUNTY, TN
DESOTO COUNTY, MS
TOWN OF COLLIERVILLE &
CITY OF OLIVE BRANCH

2011 MEMPHIS MPO REGIONAL BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN PLAN

NOVEMBER, 2010

a wide scope
MEMPHIS AREA TRANSIT AUTHORITY

SHORT RANGE
TRANSIT PLAN

June 20, 2012

I-269 TENNESSEE
A Regional Vision Study
Completed January 2013

On its own or in coordination with
partner agencies, the MPO produces
several other transportation plans
and studies. These include (clockwise from top left) the Regional
Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan, UPWP,
Houston Levee Road/Center Hill
Road Study, I-269 Tennessee Regional Vision Study, Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan,
Regional ITS Architecture, Poplar /
Southern Corridor Study, and MATA
Short-Range Transit Plan, among
others.

A Coordinated Human Services
Transportation Plan for the Memphis Area
Prepared for

Memphis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization
1075 Mullins Station
Memphis, TN 38134
And
Memphis Area Transit Authority
1370 Levee Rd.
Memphis, TN 38108
Prepared by

The NBM Associates, Cordova, TN
PB Americas, Inc., Nashville, TN
Pickering Firm, Inc., Memphis, TN

July, 2007

MOVING AMERICA
At the junction of several key Interstate and state highways, the
Greater Memphis region plays a vital role in the national shipment of freight and goods. As one locally important but nationally critical link, the I-40 Hernando DeSoto Bridge over the
Mississippi River and its approaches have recently undergone
a structural retroﬁt to protect this infrastructure in the event of a
major earthquake.

IMPROVING COMMUNITIES
THROUGH COORDINATION.
The Memphis MPO coordinates transportation planning not only between each of the local
municipal and county governments, but also between our region and the authorities at the
State and Federal levels of governement. In doing so, the Memphis MPO establishes one
voice for regional transportation policy and one vision for the future of the region’s transportation network.
Each of the local, State, and Federal partners of the MPO are represented below.

Marshall
County
MS

Braden
TN
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GLOBAL REACH
Memphis International Airport ranks as the 2nd busiest cargo
airport in the world, and the busiest such facility in the U.S. and
Western Hemisphere. Looking to the future, in 2014 Memphis
International initiated a multi-million dollar modernization project
that will dramatically improve the terminal, concourses, and
overall users’ experience while positioning the airport to retain its
global signﬁcance.

FUNDING COMMUNITY
TRANSPORTATION.
Funding for transportation projects is
described in the graphic to the right.
Project funding sources, as well as
a detailed schedule of the MPO’s
planning activities for Fiscal Year
2015 can be found in the MPO’s
Uniﬁed Planning Work Program.
The UPWP can be accessed at the
MPO ofﬁces or online at:
www.memphismpo.org.
Funding for the MPO itself is determined by the Federal Highway
Administration, Federal Transit Administration, and the State Departments of Transportation (DOTs). The
annual UPWP deﬁnes the speciﬁc
work to be carried out by the MPO
staff and serves as the scope of
services between the MPO and the
DOTs.
The Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) annually allocates Metropolitan Planning Funds (PL) funding
to all MPOs nationwide for planning
related activities. These federal
planning funds require local matching funds of 20%, typically provided
by local governments. PL funds are
used to pay MPO staff salaries and
to fund the MPO’s various plans and
studies.

PROJECT APPROVAL AND FUNDING PROCESS: This continuous cycle describes the process
through which transportation projects that receive Federal funding are approved for implementation or construction.
* All projects proposed by these entities are vetted and approved by their legislative bodies (i.e.
city councils, administrative boards, citizens, etc.).
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MIGHTY MISSISSIPPI
With over 12 million tons of freight passing through in 2010, the
Port of Memphis ranks as the 4th largest inland port in the United
States. The Greater Memphis region combines road, rail, river,
and runway into one efﬁcient transportation network, and the
Memphis MPO serves to strengthen this increasinly intermodal
system for all users.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Q: Does the Memphis MPO
build roads?

A: No. The Memphis MPO only coordinates the planning and
programming of Federal funding for road projects. Projects still
must go through a myriad of stages before they can advance
to the construction stage— such as the evaluation of potential
social, economic, and environmental effects; preparation of engineering studies; functional design; the development of construction speciﬁcations; right-of-way acquisition, etc. Once the funding
is programmed by the MPO, the road project is the responsibility
of the sponsoring jurisdiction through its contract with the U.S.
Department of Transportation or their respective State Department
of Transportation.

Q: I live in an area that I know is
considered part of the Memphis
metropolitan area. Why are we
not included in the Memphis
MPO?

A. The Memphis Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), as deﬁned
by the U. S. Ofﬁce of Management and Budget, consists of eight
counties and the municipalities within: Shelby, Fayette, and Tipton
counties in Tennessee; Crittenden County in Arkansas; and Benton, DeSoto, Marshall, Tate, and Tunica counties in Mississippi.
However, the Memphis MPO is responsible for transportation
planning only in the Planning Area Boundary, which is determined
by the “urbanized areas” of the MSA or areas of the MSA that
are expected to become urbanized within the next 20 years.
Urbanized areas are geographic regions designated by the U. S.
Census Bureau that consist of a core area and adjacent, densely
settled, territory that together contain at least 50,000 people—
generally with an overall population density of at least 1,000
persons per square mile. That is why only Shelby County, western Fayette County, DeSoto County, and northwestern Marshall
County are included in the Memphis MPO’s area of jurisdiction.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
Q: West Memphis, Arkansas,
is part of the Memphis metropolitan area, too, but it is not
included in the Memphis MPO’s
area of jurisdiction. Why not?

A: West Memphis is served by its own MPO in cooperation with
the Arkansas Department of Transportation and FHWA and FTA
ofﬁces in Little Rock and Forth Worth, TX, respectively. However,
the Memphis and West Memphis MPOs work closely together on
local transportation issues and the West Memphis MPO Coordinator is a member of the Memphis MPO’s Engineering and
Technical Committee.

Q: I’m concerned that a Federal
road project will take some of
my property. May I share my
concerns with the Memphis
MPO?

A: While the Memphis MPO staff will be glad to accept your
comments, the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT)
is the agency responsible for right-of-way acquisition for all
Federal highway projects in Tennessee. You may call TDOT at
1-87-SmartWay (1-877-627-8929) to record your comments.
The Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT) is responsible for Federal right-of-way acquisitions in the Mississippi portion of the Memphis MPO. MDOT may be contacted at 601-3597001.

Q: Can the Memphis MPO help
me get the speed limit
on my road in rural Shelby
County reduced?

A: The Memphis MPO certainly is concerned with the safety of
local roads. However, the ﬁrst agency to contact for problem
speeders in unincorporated areas of Shelby County is the Shelby
County Sheriff’s Ofﬁce. The Ofﬁce of the Shelby County Engineer
can help determine if the speed limit on your road
needs adjustment.
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ACRONYMS &
DEFINITIONS
ACRONYMS USED IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATAC
DOT
EPA
ETC
FHWA
FAC
FTA
IAC
MAP-21
MATA
MDEQ
MDOT
MPO
NAAQS
PL
PLAC
PPP
RTP
TDEC
TDOT
TIP
Title VI
TPB
UPWP

Active Transportation Advisory Committee
U.S. Department of Transportation
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Engineering and Technical Committee
Federal Highway Administration
Freight Advisory Committee
Federal Transit Administration
Interagency Consultation (air quality)
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century
Memphis Area Transit Authority
Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality
Mississippi Department of Transportation
Metropolitan Planning Organization
National Ambient Air Quality Standard
Metropolitan Planning Funds
Planning and Land Use Advisory Committee
Public Participation Plan
Regional Transportation Plan
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Tennessee Department of Transportation
Transportation Improvement Program
Title VI of the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended
Memphis MPO Transportation Policy Board
Uniﬁed Planning Work Program

COMMONLY USED ACRONYMS AT THE MPO
CMAQ
CMP
CHSTP
EIS
HHTS
LRTP
MSCPC
MSCAA
RPO
SCHD
TAP
TAZ
TDM

Congestion Mitigation & Air Quality
Congestion Management Plan/Process
Coordinated Human Services Transportation Plan
Environmental Impact Study
Household Travel Survey
Long Range Transportation Plan
Memphis and Shelby County Port Commission
Memphis and Shelby County Airport Authority
Rural Planning Organization
Shelby County Health Department
Transportation Alternatives Program
Trafﬁc Analysis Zone
Travel Demand Model
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WE LOOK FORWARD TO
MEETING YOU!

Memphis Urban Area
Metropolitan Planning Organization
125 North Main Street, Suite 450
Memphis, TN 38103
(901) 576-7190
www.memphismpo.org
The MPO ofﬁces are located in Memphis City Hall in downtown
Memphis, Tennessee on North Main Street. MPO ofﬁces are
open Monday through Friday, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm.
The map above displays our ofﬁce location.
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