
BYLAWS 
MEMPHIS URBAN AREA 
METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 
(MPO)



A RESOLUTION 

BY THE 

TRANSPORTATION POLICY BOARD 

OFTHE 

MEMPHIS URBAN AREA METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

AMENDMENT TO THE MEMPHIS URBAN AREA MPO BYLAWS 

RESOLUTION # 2024-03 

WHEREAS, the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is the organization responsible for planning the creation of an 
efficient transportation system in the Memphis Metropolitan Planning Area and for the appropriate use of Federal transportation funds in that 

area; and 

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of the Memphis MPO were last amended in 2014; and 

WHEREAS, the Memphis MPO has reviewed its Bylaws and identified revisions that will allow the MPO to better operate and perform its duties as 
required under current state and federal transportation and air quality regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the amendments will meet state and federal regulations for metropolitan transportation planning; and 

WHEREAS, notice of public availability of the proposed revisions to the Bylaws was published in the newspapers in the Memphis Metropolitan 
Planning Area and made available to the public prior to consideration by the Transportation Policy Board to allow the public opportunity to review 

and comment on these revisions; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed revisions to the Bylaws were shared with MPO membership for review ending on April 12, 2024, and no changes were 

requested; and 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Policy Board has reviewed the amended Bylaws and concurs with the recommended changes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Transportation Policy Board of the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization does 
hereby recommend the approval of the amendment to the Bylaws of the Memphis Area Metropolitan Planning Organization. 

Mayor Paul A. 
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Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization 
125 North Main St., Suite #450 

Memphis, TN 38103 
Ph. (901) 636-7190 
Fax. (901) 636-9404 

 

Este documento está disponible en formatos accesibles (como versiones en idiomas extranjeros o en letras grandes y en escala de 

grises, entre otros) cuando se solicita con diez (10) días calendario de anticipación. 

This document is available in accessible formats (such as foreign language versions or large-print and gray-scale versions, among 

others) when requested ten (10) calendar days in advance. This document was prepared and published by the Memphis Urban Area 

Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and is prepared in cooperation with and financial assistance from the following public 

entities: the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Tennessee Department of 

Transportation (TDOT), the Mississippi Department of Transportation (MDOT), as well as the City of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee, 

and DeSoto County, Mississippi. This financial assistance notwithstanding, the contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the 

official views or policies of the funding agencies. 

It is the policy of the Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) not to exclude, deny, or discriminate on the basis 

of race, color, national origin, ethnicity, immigration status, sex, gender, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, age, 

religion, veteran status, familial or marital status, disability, medical or genetic condition, or any other characteristic protected under 

applicable federal or state law in its hiring or employment practices, or in its admission to, access to, or operations of its programs, 

services, or activities. For any and all inquiries regarding the application of this accessibility statement and related policies, please 

contact Nick Warren, at 901-636-7146 or Nick.Warren@memphistn.gov. 
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Bylaws of the Memphis Urban Area MPO 

Article I  
NAME  
 

1. The name of the organization shall be the “Memphis Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization” or 
“Memphis MPO”. 

2. The governing body shall be the “Transportation Policy Board” and hereafter shall be referred to as the “TPB”. 
 
Article II  
STRUCTURE 
 
The TPB shall be composed of the principal elected officials of the governmental jurisdictions located within the 
Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA) of the Memphis MPO, along with the chairpersons of the major providers of local and 
regional transportation facilities. Voting Membership shall include:   
 

1. Governor    State of Tennessee 
2. Governor    State of Mississippi 
3. Commissioner    Tennessee Department of Transportation 
4. Executive Director   Mississippi Department of Transportation 
5. Mayor     Shelby County, Tennessee 
6. Mayor     Town of Arlington, Tennessee 
7. Mayor     City of Bartlett, Tennessee 
8. Mayor     Town of Collierville, Tennessee 
9. Mayor     City of Germantown, Tennessee 
10. Mayor     City of Lakeland, Tennessee 
11. Mayor     City of Memphis, Tennessee 
12. Mayor     City of Millington, Tennessee 
13. Mayor     Fayette County, Tennessee 
14. Mayor     Town of Braden, Tennessee 
15. Mayor     City of Gallaway, Tennessee 
16. Mayor     Town of Oakland, Tennessee 
17. Mayor     City of Piperton, Tennessee 
18. Mayor     Town of Rossville, Tennessee 
19. President    DeSoto County, Mississippi Board of Supervisors 
20. Mayor     City of Hernando, Mississippi 
21. Mayor     City of Horn Lake, Mississippi 
22. Mayor     City of Olive Branch, Mississippi 
23. Mayor     City of Southaven, Mississippi 
24. Mayor     Town of Walls, Mississippi 
25. Executive Director   Marshall County, Industrial Development Authority 
26. Mayor     Town of Byhalia, Mississippi 
27. Chairperson    Memphis Area Transit Authority 
28. Chairperson    Memphis and Shelby County Port Commission 
29. Chairperson    Memphis and Shelby County Airport Authority 
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Membership on the TPB shall bestow each said member with one vote in the conduct of the duties of the Board, except 
as further defined in Article VIII: “Voting.” 

 
Ex-Officio members of the TPB shall include: 

 
1. Division Administrator   Federal Highway Administration – Tennessee 
2. Division Administrator   Federal Highway Administration – Mississippi 
3. Regional Administrator  Federal Transit Administration – Region 4 
4. Regional Administrator  Environmental Protection Agency – Region 4 
5. President   Board of Supervisors – Tate County Mississippi 
6. President   Board of Supervisors – Tunica County Mississippi 
7. County Executive  Tipton County, Tennessee 
8. Executive Director  West Memphis MPO Arkansas 

 
Article III 
DUTIES 
 
The TPB constitutes the forum for cooperative transportation decision-making in the Memphis MPO area with responsibilities 
as follows: 
 

1. Provide administrative and fiscal control.  
2. Review and approve all transportation plans, programs, and relevant interagency agreements. 
3. Establish study committees as required ensuring cooperative, comprehensive, and continuing transportation 

planning. 
4. Compliance with the Federal Transportation Laws and Federal Clean Air Act applicable to MPOs. 

 
Article IV 
ORGANIZATION 
 

1. The TPB shall elect a Chair and a Vice Chair from its membership. Such election shall be by a majority vote of the 
members present and voting.  

2. Election of officers shall take place on the first meeting of the calendar year, and that term of office shall be for 
two years. 

3. An officer may succeed themselves with no limitation of the number of terms, contingent on eligibility as a Voting 
Member of the TPB. 

4. The Memphis MPO Administrator or designated staff shall serve as Secretary to the TPB and be responsible for the 
preparation and distribution of meeting notices, agendas, resolutions, and minutes. 

5. Should the office of Chair or Vice Chair become vacant, the TPB shall, at its next regular meeting, elect a successor 
for the unexpired term of office. 

 
Article V 
DUTIES OF CHAIR 
 

1. The Chair, or in the absence of the Chair, the Vice Chair, shall preside at all meetings of the TPB. In the event 
neither officer is present, the Memphis MPO Administrator or designated staff shall contact TPB members 
requesting a member to preside over the meeting. 

2. The Chair or presiding Board member shall authenticate, by their signature, all resolutions adopted by the TPB. 
3. The Chair or their designated representative shall represent the TPB at hearings, conferences, and other events as 

necessary. 
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Article VI 
MEETINGS 

1. The TPB shall meet as required to accomplish administrative control of the planning process and maintain
certification. Notice of said meetings shall comply with the State of Tennessee Open Meetings laws.

2. Prior to the end of a calendar year, the TPB shall adopt and publish a schedule of meetings for the upcoming
calendar year.

3. Each TPB member agency or government may, at any time, authorize, in writing, any staff member of their
respective agency or government to serve as an alternate representative at meetings when said member is unable
to attend. Such authorization shall be valid until revoked by the TPB member or until the staff member changes
positions or leaves the agency or government. The TPB member shall notify the Memphis MPO Administrator of any
such change in authorization as soon as practicable.

4. The presence of 12 or more TPB voting members or designated alternates at board meetings shall constitute a
quorum for business transactions.

5. Special meetings of the TPB may be called by the Chair or a majority vote of board members. A special meeting
of the TPB may be held as soon as practicable, provided that the meeting is scheduled and held in accordance
with applicable federal and state law and regulation. MPO staff will review and determine the practicable
timeframe based on all requirements, including meeting location availability and notify the TPB of the meeting
date.  Further, adequate public notice shall be provided for any special meetings of the TPB.

6. Regular or special meetings of the TPB may be conducted by electronic means, such as telephone, video, or online
conferencing, where permitted by and in accordance with the provisions of Tennessee state law. The TPB shall
provide proper public notice of the remote meeting and specify how the public can access the remote meeting as it
occurs. The TPB shall also ensure that the public can hear and/or identify adequately all participants in the
proceedings, including their remarks and votes.

Article VII 
COMMITTEES 

The Memphis MPO shall have four standing advisory committees. The Chair of the TPB may appoint ad hoc committees to 
assist the Memphis MPO in performing its duties. 

The four standing advisory committees are: 

1. Engineering and Technical Committee (ETC): This Committee shall advise and assist the TPB in completing its
duties and shall make a report to the TPB on all actions brought before the TPB, to: 1.) provide a technical planning
and engineering perspective on behalf of member agencies; 2.) provide a forum for regional coordination among
member agencies; 3.) provide input on the programming of projects, the development of plans and policies
impacting the regional transportation system; and 4.) conduct other activities as directed by the TPB. Membership
of this Committee shall be two (2) representatives each from the City of Memphis Engineer’s office and the Shelby
County Engineer’s office, and the engineer, planner, or other designated person from each governmental entity or
major provider of transportation services in the Memphis MPO Metropolitan Planning Area. The respective state
Departments of Transportation shall each have a designated member.Ex officio members of the Engineering and
Technical Committee shall include a designated representation from each respective division office of the Federal
Highway Administration, the Director of the West Memphis MPO, and the engineer, planner, or other designated
person from Tipton County in Tennessee and Tate and Tunica counties in Mississippi. The Chair of this Committee
shall be the Memphis MPO Administrator. If the MPO Administrator is unable to attend an ETC meeting, they may
designate an ETC member or a member of the Memphis MPO staff to chair the ETC in their absence.

2. Active Transportation Advisory Committee (ATAC): This Committee shall advise and assist the TPB on planning
matters related to active modes of transportation within the Memphis Urban Area MPO. This Committee shall
provide guidance and strategies on the planning and implementation of transportation projects as related to
bicycle and pedestrian travel, transit and public transportation, accessibility issues, transportation safety, and
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community outreach efforts, based on input from a broad group of representatives from the regional community, 
which may include technical staff, general citizens, advocacy groups, academic groups, transit providers, trails 
groups, the business community, and health care providers. The Chair of this Committee shall be a member of the 
Memphis MPO staff designated by the Memphis MPO Administrator.  

3. Interagency Consultation Committee (IAC): This Committee shall advise all other committees and the TPB on
changes in local, state, or federal air quality standards and the impacts on transportation planning matters. It shall
make recommendations to the Memphis MPO on undertaking measures designed for the reduction of mobile source
emissions. It shall review plans and amendments to the plans including air quality conformity reports and other
related items with the primary purpose of reducing mobile source emissions and shall make recommendations to the
TPB concerning the planned use of funds on such projects. Members shall include Engineering and Technical
Committee members, Regional and Federal agencies whose jurisdictions are designated as a maintenance and or
nonattainment area, and State and Federal representative(s) responsible for air quality control programs, and the
West Memphis MPO. The Chair of this Committee shall be the Memphis MPO Administrator. If the MPO
Administrator is unable to attend, they may designate a member of the Memphis MPO staff member to chair the
meeting.

4. Freight Advisory Committee (FAC): This Committee shall advise, educate, and recommend to the Memphis Urban
Area MPO and the TPB on transportation strategies that will aid in the movement of freight into, around, and out
of the metropolitan area, provide a forum for regional freight stakeholders, increase public-private collaboration,
and public outreach on freight importance and needs. Membership will be comprised of representatives of the
major transportation providers from the private and public sectors, economic development agencies, the
educational institutions involved in freight planning, and the users of those modes of transportation. The Chair of
this Committee shall be the Memphis MPO Administrator. If the MPO Administrator is unable to attend an FAC
meeting, they may designate an FAC member or a member of the MPO staff to chair the FAC in their absence.

Article VIII 
VOTING 

1. A motion of the TPB shall be approved by a majority vote of the members present and voting on all issues before

the TPB.

2. Following a regular vote of the TPB, any Voting Member may introduce a motion to put the action to a “Critical
Issue” vote. If the motion is seconded, the action is suspended until reconsideration under the “Critical Issues” rules
of these Bylaws.

3. If a deadline is not pending, the requested “Critical Issue” vote shall occur at the TPB’s next scheduled meeting. If,
as decided by the Chair, postponing a “Critical Issue” vote until the next regularly scheduled meeting will result in
a missed federal, state, or statutory deadline or prevent a project from going to construction in a timely fashion,
the “Critical Issue” vote shall be taken at either a specially called meeting, subject to the rules of Article VI, or at
the same meeting where the “Critical Issue” vote was declared.

4. A “Critical Issue” may only be requested by a member in relation to action by the Board on the adoption or
amendment to the following items.

a. Regional Transportation Plan
b. Transportation Improvement Program
c. Bylaws
d. Unified Planning Work Program

5. A “Critical Issue” vote requires a 2/3 (66.7%) majority of all eligible votes (134 of 200 possible votes) to carry.
Upon the failure of a Critical Issue vote to carry, the motion will be considered as adopted according to the result
of the non-critical vote.

6. The current allocation of eligible “Critical Issue” votes is contained in Appendix “A” of these By-Laws. Said
Appendix shall be revisited and updated as deemed necessary by the TPB.
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Article IX 
RULES OF ORDER 
 

1. The TPB and all Committees shall conduct business according to the rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s 
Rules of Order Revised in all cases to which they are applicable and not inconsistent with these Bylaws. 

2. The Memphis MPO Administrator or designated staff shall be the TPB’s Parliamentarian. 
 
Article X 
AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS 
 

1. The Bylaws of the Memphis MPO may be amended, as needed, by a majority vote of the members present at a 
TPB meeting, subject to the Critical Issue vote provisions as described in Article VIII. 
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APPENDIX A 
ALLOCATION OF ELIGIBLE “CRITICAL ISSUE” VOTES 

(2/3 OF ELIGIBLE VOTES NECESSARY TO CARRY – 134/200)

JURISDICTION/AGENCY 
POPULATION, 2020 

U.S. CENSUS 

PERCENT OF 

COUNTY TOTAL 

PERCENT OF MPO 

TOTAL 
VOTES 

JURISDICTION/ 

AGENCY PERCENT OF 

TOTAL VOTE 

AGENCIES 

State of Tennessee 1 0.50% 

State of Mississippi 1 0.50% 

TDOT 1 0.50% 

MDOT 1 0.50% 

MATA 1 0.50% 

Port Commission 1 0.50% 

Airport Authority 1 0.50% 

Agency Total 7 3.50% 

JURISDICTIONS 

Shelby County Unincorporated 107,162 11.53% 9.41% 18 9.00% 

Arlington 14,549 1.56% 1.28% 2 1.00% 

Bartlett 57,786 6.22% 5.07% 10 5.00% 

Collierville 51,324 5.52% 4.51% 8 4.00% 

Germantown 41,333 4.45% 3.63% 6 3.00% 

Lakeland 13,904 1.50% 1.22% 2 1.00% 

Memphis 633,104 68.09% 55.59% 109 54.50% 

Millington 10,582 1.14% 0.93% 2 1.00% 

Shelby County Total 157 78.50% 

DeSoto County Unincorporated 45,730 24.68% 4.02% 7 3.50% 

Hernando 17,138 9.25% 1.50% 2 1.00% 

Horn Lake 26,736 14.43% 2.35% 4 2.00% 

Olive Branch 39,711 21.43% 3.49% 6 3.00% 

Southaven 54,648 29.49% 4.80% 8 4.00% 

Walls 1,351 0.73% 0.12% 1 0.50% 

Desoto County Total 28 14.00% 

Fayette County Unincorporated 9,649 74.09% 0.85% 1 0.50% 

Braden 255 1.96% 0.02% 1 0.50% 

Gallaway 528 4.05% 0.05% 1 0.50% 

Oakland 8,936 68.62% 0.78% 1 0.50% 

Piperton 2,263 17.38% 0.20% 1 0.50% 

Rossville 1,041 7.99% 0.09% 1 0.50% 

Fayette County Total 6 3.00% 

Marshall County Unincorporated 9,545 87.70% 0.84% 1 0.50% 

Byhalia 1,339 12.30% 0.12% 1 0.50% 

Marshall County Total 2 1.00% 

MPO TOTAL 1,138,965 100.00% 200 100.00% 




